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LocaL Briefs

LoweLL Man bites off 
toddler’s lip A Lowell man is 
being held on $25,000 bail after 

biting off the lip 
of a toddler in an 
apartment. Police 
said other adults 
in the apartment 
said Thy Chan 

had been acting 
erratically.  Chan is charged with 
mayhem, assault and battery on 
a child and domestic assault and 
battery.

Boston Cop pleads guilty A 
suspended Boston police officer 
has pleaded guilty to federal 
charges of distributing anabolic 
steroids, committing perjury and 
obstructing justice in a federal 
grand jury probe. Investigators 
say Edgardo Rodriguez, 37, 
of Hyde Park was involved in 
distributing steroids on several 
occasions last year and in 2003.

Downtown Endorsement 
snafu An Emerson College 
journalism professor who used to 
be an ABC News anchor offered 
her resignation after endorsing 
Hillary Clinton for president. But 
Emerson administrators didn’t 
accept Carole Simpson’s offer 
to step down. Simpson says she 
chose the wrong venue for her 
first foray into free speech after 
leaving her position at ABC.

Boston Limo driver accused 
in sex case A Dorchester limo 
driver was arraigned yesterday in 
Suffolk Superior Court for alleg-
edly undressing, photographing, 
and sexually assaulting a 30-
year-old woman sleeping in his 
car. Bassanio Tuitt, 44, pleaded 
not guilty to the charges and was 
released on a $10,000 bond. 

Boston Bulger haunts FBI 
Federal judge Reginald C. Lindsay 
ruled the FBI can be held liable for 
the deaths of two men allegedly 
killed by James “Whitey” Bulger 
and gang. A trial is scheduled for 
next year in the homicides of Brian 
Halloran and Michael Donahue 
— whom Lindsay said died after 
government agents told mobsters 
the men were informants.

Chan

Cover up in murder case?
Piscopo’s attorney says investigators ‘protecting’ federal informant
By James O’BrieN
jobrien@BostonNOW.com

Investigators are with-
holding evidence in a South 
Boston murder trial to pro-
tect a man who is a federal 
informant with ties to the 
Boston Police Department, 
the defendant’s attorney 
said in documents filed yes-
terday.

Attorney Robert George’s 
client, Bernard M. Piscopo 
Jr., is the only man charged 
in the fatal stabbing of Adam 
Rich, 26, of Revere, at The 
Six House bar. 

Piscopo pleaded not guilty 
Aug. 14 to first-degree mur-
der. 

The defense motion 
requests evidence pertaining 
to Christopher Cook, 28, of 
South Boston. 

Cook yesterday told Bos-
tonNOW he was “baffled by 
this right now” and referred 
specific questions about the 
homicide to his lawyer. He 
scoffed at the contention he 
was an informant.

“That’s laughable. That, 
I can answer as absolutely 
false and very comical,” Cook 
said. He then added: “I have 
heard that rumor recently.”

Cook’s lawyer, Michael 

Doolin, said his client is 
innocent.

“The grand jury sat and 
heard evidence,” he said. 
“Christopher Cook was not 
indicted.”

In the documents, George 
asserts 10 witnesses — 
including Cook’s cousin 
— named Cook to police, 
alleging he fought with Rich 
moments prior to the stab-
bing. 

The following night, 
according to the motion, 
two callers dialed the Bos-
ton Police Crime Stoppers 
hotline and identified Cook 
as the stabber.

Additionally, George’s 
motion describes a woman 

who approached Boston 
Police Officer Andrell Jones 
the night of Rich’s homicide 
and said, “Chris Cook did 
this ... he lives in Southie and 
he is about 26 years old.’”

Police, according to the 
motion, never interviewed 
the woman further. 

Despite the eyewitness 
accounts listed, George 
maintains Cook’s picture 
was never included in photo 
arrays shown to witnesses.

Police spokeswoman 
Elaine Driscoll said Cook 
is not under investigation 
in connection with Rich’s 
death, nor was he during 
days following June 17. 

“This is a defense tactic,” 

she said. “Homicide inves-
tigators are confident with 
the witness information and 
evidence they have put for-
ward for this case.”

Driscoll added: “We’re not 
going to try this case in the 
newspaper.”

The motion also asks for 
cell phone records of Cook’s 
uncle, Boston Police Sgt. 
James M. Cook. Christopher 
Cook said of that, “I couldn’t 
even tell you the last time I 
talked to him.”

The motion also calls for 
commonwealth and federal 
records regarding Christo-
pher Cook’s “activities as a 
confidential informant and/
or cooperating witness for 

law enforcement during the 
past five years.”

Neither Driscoll nor Suf-
folk County District Attorney 
spokesman Jake Wark would 
comment on that.

George’s motion also seeks 
physical evidence — primar-
ily Cook’s clothes, “including 
but not limited to the blood-
stained white shirt found in 
the trash can just outside the 
front door of the Six House.” 

Several witnesses, accord-
ing to the motion, described 
Cook as wearing a “white 
long-sleeved shirt and a hat 
at the time of the fight [with 
Rich].”

Wark said prosecutors 
would follow proper rules of 
discovery, “and provide to 
the defense counsel the evi-
dence it asks for, if it hasn’t 
already.” He would not say 
whether his office would 
hand over everything for 
which George asked.

“I can’t comment on spe-
cific requests of the motion,” 
Wark said.

boston police officers escort bernard m. Piscopo Jr. of dorchester into court on June 20. (BOstONNOW pOOl phOtO)

 case history

chronology
June 17: Adam Rich 
stabbed to death at The Six 
House bar in South Boston.
June 19-20: Bernard M. 
Piscopo Jr. turns himself 
in and pleads not guilty to 
first-degree murder in South 
Boston District Court. 
Aug 14: Piscopo’s first-
degree murder case moves to 
Suffolk Superior Court.

stabbing victim adam rich. (WCVB)

Most musicians in Boston and other U.S. cities usually have to get themselves some kind of non-musical day job to pay their rent each 
month — especially because there’s still no Massachusetts state government or federal government public works program for unem-
ployed U.S. musicians. But if you’re a musician who’s lucky enough to get hired by the “non-profit” and tax-exempt Boston Symphony 
Orchestra, you’ll end up earning over twice the median income of a typical Boston household. — oldmole, BostonNOW.com/blogs/oldmole
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To read the documents filed 
yesterday in The Six House 
murder trial, go to
BostonNOW.com/sixhouse


