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Doctor’s guilty 
plea gets lost  
in translation
cambridge  — A Brazilian 
doctor charged in the death 
of a woman during a lipo-
suction procedure has failed 
in his second bid to plead 
guilty.

Luiz Carlos Ribeiro was 
charged with involuntary 
manslaughter in the July 
2006 death of Fabiola DeP-
aula, a 24-year-old Brazilian 
immigrant.

Ribeiro attempted to plead 
guilty to the charge in Janu-
ary. But his plea was rejected 
by a judge after Ribeiro dis-
agreed with some allegations 
made by prosecutors.

On Thursday, Ribeiro 
was to again try to enter a 
guilty plea. But the court 
translator wasn’t certified in 
Portuguese, Ribeiro’s native 
language.

Judge Wendie Gershen-
gorn said she would again 
attempt to take Ribeiro’s plea 
on Tuesday.

Ribeiro is a licensed doctor 
in Brazil, but was not licensed 
to practice medicine in the 
U.S.	 ap

Feds charge 6 House player
Defense lawyer: Alleged informant’s drug arrest ‘tip of the iceberg’  
By	James	O’BrieN
jobrien@BostonNOW.com

The man a Boston defense 
attorney claimed investiga-
tors protected by with-
holding evidence in a South 
Boston murder trial was 
arrested Thursday at the end 
of a drug sting conducted by 
the FBI and the Boston Police 
Anti-Corruption Unit.

Christopher Cook, 28, of 
Pembroke was charged with 
intent to sell large quantities 
of OxyContin.

Cook — a former appellate 
court employee and a recent 
applicant to the Boston Police 
Department — faces up to 20 
years in federal prison. 

Attorney Robert George 
filed a controversial motion 
in the defense of Bernard M. 
Piscopo last fall. Piscopo is 
charged with second-degree 
murder in the June 17, 2007, 
stabbing of Adam Rich, 26, 

at the Six House bar on West 
Broadway. 

However, George said 
anonymous calls and 10 wit-
nesses — including Cook’s 
cousin — placed Cook in a 

fight with Rich moments 
before the stabbing. 

In November 2007, George 
requested records regarding 
Cook in connection with 
allegedly being a federal 

informant.
He said the charges Thurs-

day back up his assertions.
“It demonstrates what 

we’ve been saying all along. 
We’re not done yet. This is 

the tip of the iceberg,” George 
said. “Police know who did 
the deed. They know it is 
not Bernard Piscopo. They 
looked the other way.”

Cook’s attorney, Michael 
Doolin, did not comment on 
the federal charges.

“Mr. Cook is a nice young 
man from a nice family,” 
Doolin said. “Mr. Cook has 
never been charged in that 
case in South Boston. To my 
knowledge they did not have 
sufficient evidence.”

Police spokeswoman 
Elaine Driscoll said: “We’re 
confident we have the right 
person. This is an obvious 
defense tactic.”

Suffolk County District 
Attorney spokesman Jake 
Wark said he also was confi-
dent Piscopo was appropri-
ately charged.

“These allegations amount 
to nothing more than misdi-
rection,” Wark said.

Insurers scared by 
Mass., firm claims 

A financial ratings firm 
says the state’s ban on using 
credit scores and socio-
economic factors to make 
auto insurance decisions 
could hamper the shift to a 
more competitive insurance 
market.

Fitch Ratings issued a 
report Thursday on the move 
away from heavily regulated 

auto insurance.
The state prohibits insur-

ers from using factors such 
as credit history and marital 
status to decide whether to 
insure a driver and in setting 
rates.

Fitch Ratings says those 
restrictions will discourage 
national insurers from enter-
ing Massachusetts.	 ap

The Six House on west Broadway in South Boston.  (GLeN	COOper	|	BOstONNOW)

Luiz Carlos Ribiero, left, saw his lat-
est attempt at a guilty plea fail. (ap)

Gov. Deval Patrick is 
reaching out to New York 
Lt. Gov. David Paterson in 
the wake of the prostitution 
scandal that helped bring 
down New York Gov. Eliot 
Spitzer.

Paterson is set to replace 
Spitzer in the New York gov-
ernor’s office on Monday.

Patrick says he called 
Paterson on Wednesday to 
tell him that he had a friend 
in Massachusetts and that he 
would do everything in his 

power to help the two states 
work more closely together 
in the future.

Paterson will become 
the only other sitting black 
governor in the United States 
after Patrick when he takes 
office.

Patrick says Paterson 
never imagined that he would 
ascend to the top office in 
this manner, but added the 
people of New York and the 
region are ready to move 
forward.	 ap

Patrick supports Paterson

Gov. Deval Patrick has told New York 
Lt. Gov. David Paterson that he has a 
friend in Massachusetts. (ap)


